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and to make it a Day of Reſt Pola the, diary. ; 
and Buſineſs of Life. To which he 
adds the Ground and Reaſon of che 
Becauſe God having finiſhed the 
Creation in Six Da 8, ane reſting dn e 
ſet apart this to be em 
ever in contemplating that his ftupendous 
E; To the End that Mankind might novor 


. forget 


* 


1 #; 


5 


* 4 eng 27 be Sinfubndji-of W | 
5 forget Who was the Maker of it, and to whom 
| hey owed their being, and to whom therefore, 
2s in Ae of Creation, all their Prayers, Praiſes, 
and Adorations were due. In the Account of 
the Creation, as delivered by Mofes, it is ſaid, 
that Cod bleed the Seventh Day, and ſan#ify'd it ; 
Gen. it, 3. and when the Obſervation of it is 
3 particularly enforced upon the People of Jrael, 
ii is called the Sabbath of Reſt, holy to the Lord, 
and a Day holy to them, Exod. xxxi. 14, 15. 
From hence it appears, that one Day in Seven 
Vuͤas from the Beginning ſet apart by God, as a 
! - ' Day of Reft from bodily Labour, and a Day to 
„be employed 1 in Meditation and Devotion, to pre- 
ſerve in the Minds of Men the Knowledge of the 
true God, and an habitual Senfe of their our | 
to him; which, without thoſe frequent Remem- | 
brances, would quickly have been loſt. # 
Tuis ſhort Account of the Inſtitution of the 
on Sabbath plainly ſhows, that it was not only in- | 
tended Gr a Day of Reſt, and ſo for the<Eaſe | 
and Benefit of Man and Beaſt egually; but that | 
| the forbidding bodily Labour on every Seventh | 
Da, fo far as it concerned Mankind, was chiefly 
intended for a perpetual Remembrance of the | 
Duty they owe to their Creator, and of their De- 
pendance upon him; and this, throughout all 
Begnerations, from the Beginning of the World | 
do the End of it. There never was a Time, 
when thoſe frequent Returns of Reſt from La- 
bour, and the employing them in Acts of De- 
7 N were not N o e in KO 
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World: the true Knowledge of God and his | 
Ways, and to revive upon the Minds of Men 
2 Senſe of that Reverenee and Duty which they 
owe to. him; nor will ſuch a Time ever be, as 
Jong as the World laſts. Thus far therefore the 


Jew and the Chriſtian are equally concerned im 


| the ariginal Appointment, and accordingly both 
of chem have their public Aſſemblies one Day 
in wen, to auler che ant, End and Deſiga 
fi it. | 

ths: T HERE | Was. i a 1 later Ap- 
F by which the Seventh Day was made 
W the Memorial of a more particular Mercy of 
Cod Rto the Children of Lfrael; and that was, 
= their Deliverance from a State of Bondage and 
Slavery in EH. Remember that- thou waſt a 
Servant in the Land of Egypt, and that the Lord 
thy God brought thee out thence, through a mighty 


Hand and a. ftreiched out. Arm + Therefore, the © 
he Lord thy God han 6 thee to keep the Sabbath- 


Day, Deut. v. 18. And it is allo declared to 
| have been Sethi oth as a Sign between God and 


them; Verity, my Sabbath Hail ye keep ; for it is þ 


2 Sign between me and you, throughout your Ge- 
neral ions, that ye may know. that I am the Lord 
that doth ſanctiſy you, Exod. xxxi. 13, 17; that 
is, a laſting Teſtimony of their being and con- 
tinuing the Servants and; Worſhippers of that 
| God, *who was the Creator of the World, and 
WhO had delivered them from their Bondage in 
Egypt. But though Chriſtians, as ſuch, are not 
concerned. in that Deliverance, nor. bound, 5M 
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them, Acts xx. 5 [ 
__ Apoſtle, commanding Collections to be made 
for the Saints, by the Churches of Galatia and 
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3 to celebrate the Memorial of it» 
they are bound to keep up an everlaſting Re- 


membrance of a much greater; and that is, 
their Deliverance from the Bondage 


Satan, thro the Redemption wrought for them by 


Jeſds Chriſt. And this Redemption being final- 
J accompliſhed by his riſing from the Dead on | 

the Fir Day of the Week; his Apoſtles, with- | 

out departing from the primitive Inſtitution of 


one Day in Seven, made the Day of his Reſur- 


8 rection, the Day of aſſembling for the Worſhip ; 
of God, both as Creator and Redeemer. * 
tbe F irſt Day of the, Week, when the Diſciples 3 


came together to break Bread, Paul preached unto 
And After werds, the ſame 


Corinth, expreſſes himſelf thus; Upon tbe Firſt 


Day of the Meet, let every one lay by bim in'Store, 
us God hatb profoered him. ; 
Day came to- be called by the Chriſtians the. 
Lon p's- Dar; I was in the Spirit, ſays St. John 

in his Revelation, on the Loxy's-Day.. And | 
in Conformity to the Practice of the Apoſtles, 5 


From whence, that 


to whom Chriſt committed the Ordering of his 


: Church, it has ever ſince continued to be the 


Day of aſſembling for the Publick Worſhip of 
God, in all Chrifizan' goed rougher the 


; World, = 
W Ar "Mp been aid hes; fan to ſhow Chri- ; 
| ram how ſtrictly, and for what wiſe and good 

| Ends, ** are * to a Religious Obſerva- 


1 e | _ tion 


of Sin and 
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tion of the Lord's Day, may ſerve as a genera — 4 


Caution, to take Care that they be not wanting 
in a Religious Regard to-ſo /acred an Inſtitution, _ 
and thereby. bring upon themſelves the Guilr, 
not only of diſobeying an expreſs Command of 


God, but alſo of defcating his gracious Deſigns WM 


of Good to themſelves. 


III. An» they are to know, that this Gvilt i is 


F contracted, either 1. By a Negle# of the Lord's 
6 * „or 2. By a 1 of it. 
: * 


Ae of Lade Day, 1 weak _- 


2 chiefly, an Sabi Abſence from the public] 
Worſhip of God, or the attending but rarely 
1 pn it; when there is no juſt and reaſonable : 


indrance, on Account of Health, or other ma- 


WM nifeſt Inconvenience. And in judging whether 
che Excuſe is real or only pretended, every 

IF Chriſtian may give himſelf full Satisfaction, by 
30 obſerving the Motions of his own Heart, whe- 
cher he is inwardly glad of the Excuſe, or ſorry 
W for the Impediment. If the latter, God accepts 


the Will for the Deed; but if the former be the 


Caſe, there needs no other Teſtimony of their 
kaving a Diſlike of the Duty, or rather an Aver- 


ſion to it; and where that is, it will quickly | 
work the Mind into a Perſuaſion, that it is a 


| Matter of Indifference, and not of Duty, whether 


they be preſent at the publick Allemblics of the 5 


Church, or not. 


How groundleſs fuch a Perſuaſion i is, may 


1 b e learnt i in Part, from what has been already 


lad ; and i is further confirmed, not only by the : 
OTE A. + known. 
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eorſake tbe aſſemblin 
in thoſe Times of Perſecution was accounted, in 
Effect, a Departure from the Chriſtian Faith; = | 

> and may well be fo accounted at other Times, 
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b F Times, but alſo by an exprets Command of St. 
Paul to Chriſtians in general, (Heb. x. 25.) Not io 
of themſelves together; which i 


when it is not Matter of Fear, .but of Choice. 
It is our Saviour's Declaration, That where two 


or three are gathered together in his Name, there 
is be in the Midſi of them, Matt. xviii. 20. or pre-. 
ſent with them in a peculiar Manner. 
Men would deal impartially with themſelves, 
there cannot be a more certain Sign that they 
have no Deſire or Concern to improve in Re- 
ligion, than a wilful Neglect of thoſe publick 
Orqdinances which he has appointed for their 


Improvement; and which, being of his own 


appointing, will be attended with particular 
_. Bleflings upon all thoſe, who conſcientiouſly 


comply with them. Add to this, the good Im- 


preflions which are na/urally made upon 'well- 
diſpoſed Minds, by the.Solemnity of the Place, 
and a ſerious and reverent Performance of the. | 
ſacred Offices, and the Examples of Devotion | 
and Attention which they may obſerve among 
their Fellow Chriſtians, and which being duly 
_ obſerved, are a ſeaſonable Admonition to others 
who are leſs devout and attentive; to remember 
ag End and Defign-of their coming thither. For, 


. AnoTatr Neglect of the Lord's Day, 


* 


next to that of a wilful Abſence from the pub- | 


lick 


And, if 
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222 


"ow 
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bodily Subſtance or 
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_ 


Jak: Alliant and Offices of the Church, is, a 
Want of due Attention and Devotion in thoſe — 4 
are preſent at them. And there is a greater 
Need to inculcate the Neceſſity of theſe, in or- 
der to a Religious Performance of the Duties be- 


tendance upon the publick Devotions of the 


Church, and in a great Meaſure to reſt upon 


that as a ſufficient Diſcharge of.the Duty of the 
Day. And as this is an Error; that is both very 
common and very fatal, it muſt be thorough! 

© conſidered and laid open; tho' it muſt be Po 
it is an Error in itſelf ſo palpable and abſurd, 

cat one would wonder how it ſhould prevail o 
9 generally, in Practice at leaſt, as in fact it does. 


# muſ worſhip him in Spirit, -faid our Saviour to 
the Woman of Samaria, (John iv. 24) to ex- 
plain to her the Difference of that inward and 
Spiritual Worſhip which he was about to eſta- 


bliſh, and the butward and carnal Services of | 


Jews and Samaritans. And the Drift of his 
Reaſoning there, is in Effect this: Since God i is 
Being of a pure Spiritual Nature, without any 
: - ſince he has en- 
8 dowed us with reaſonable Souls, that we alone, 
ot all che Creation, might be capable of adoring 


ſerve the Deſigns and Purpoſes of this World: 
From hence 1 it follows, that nothing bur the Soul 
| A '5 FR 
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5 eder the Lord's . 4 9 


longing to the Lord's Day, becauſe Men are ſo 
very apt to content themſelves with a bodily At-. 


God is a Spirit; and they that worſhip bim, 


| / and, worſhipping him; ſince alſo thoſe Souls are 
Mcloathed with Bodics, for no other End but to 


"Cart | 
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10 The Sinfulneſs of Negleing' 
can perform a proper and acceptable Service to 
God. As the Soul is the only Spiritual Part of 
1 our Frame, ſo this alone is capable of approach- | 
ing; and as it were converſing with a pure Spt- | 
i] faba Being. As the Soul is the nobleſt Part of 
our Frame, and given us on Purpoſe that we 
might be capable of worſhipping God, we cannot 
hope that he will accept the Service of the 
meeaner or the mortal Part; nor is the Body of 
Man, of itfelf, any more capable of paying ſuch 
lt a Service, than the Bodies of Beaſts. . And fur- | 
ther, as theſe mortal Bodies were deſigned of 
God, only for earthly and worldly: Purpoſes, *} 
they are, of themſelves, utterly uncapable of Spi- 
14 ritual and Heavenly Exerciſes. Which yet is 
not fo to be underſtood, as if the o#7ward De- 
meeanodur of the Body in the feveral Parts of Di- 
vine Service, were a Matter of mere Indifference; 
particularly, that of Kzee/ing in Prayer, which 
is the natural Poſture of Humility and Devo- 8 
tion, and has accordingly been the Practice of pi- | 
, ous and holy Men in all Ages, and ovght not to be 
bi neglected by any Chriftian, when it may be done 
wuithout manifeſt Inconvenience. My Meaning 
bnly is, That neither this, nor any thing elſe il 
| that the Body is capable of performing (however 
fit and reaſonable in itſelf, and enjoined by the 
Church as conducive to the Ends of Order and 
Decency, and fo, becoming a Matter of Duty 
on thoſe Accounts) may be at all reckoned on by 
Chriſtians as a Religious Worthip, unleſs it be ae- 
companied with the inward Devotion of the Soul. 
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to Tau Devotion is what the Seripture ſo- often 
of. | 4 n it to be; the Afting =p of the bears is 
ch- ¶ God, the * out our Supplications before Cod, 
3pi- or in the Preſence/of. God; and, which is yet 
tof higher, the pouring out of the very Soul before 
we bim; the Soul, which is the only 5 of us that 
not is capable of Devotion, being elevated, and as it 
the were ſent up by us to preſent our Prayers. and 
of fl Praiſes before the Throne of God. And to 
ſuch keep the Soul fixt and tdfaft in Devotion is a 
fur- Work of great Difficulty ; greater perhaps than 

d of any . Office or Exerciſe of the Chriſtian 
oſes, Life: Inſomuch that nothing is ſo great a Gries 
Spi- to devout Chriſtians, as the . Perfarme-. 

et is ance of theſe Spiritual Exerciſes... But their 
De- Comfort may be, that God ſees; and accepts — 
Di- ¶ Defres of their Hearta, and will mercifylly for 

ence; give their Failings and Infitmitie. 53 
hich V. Sixcs therefore the publick Worſhip i in 
hevo- the Church, and à Religious Attendance; upon 
of pi- ¶ it. is ſo conſiderable a —— of the Duties belongs | 

to be 


ing to the Lord's Day; it may conduce-much... 


done — Obſervation of it, to enlarge ſomewhas 
ning more particularly upon the proper Methods and . 

; elſe Conſderations, by which- Chriſtians are to bring 
vever ¶ themſelves to due Artentjian — Devotion in . 

y the | Wor ſhip of God. . 

r and Ax the firſt Step e 15 ih all ocker De,. 7 
Duty figns wherein we deſire Succeſs, iss, . 27 
on by . EarnzsTLy to ſet about it, Add heazecly | 
be ac- to endeavour, in che Courſe of our Devotions; to 
Soul. e our — 2 * * "the - 
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8 Heavenly Things; nor, when they are raiſed, 


can they be kept without greater Difficulty to 
Wer upon them. And 
ference from this Di 


although the proper 


bculii in the Work; is what Jam now enforcing; 
Ul: namely, the ſetting about it in Earneſt, and a 


_ diligent Endeavour in every Chriſtian to bring 


bis Heart to an habitual Stedfaſtneſs in his De- 


bn yet it is to be ſeared, that this Aver- 
ion to Spiritual Rxereiſes, which. is in our corrupt i 
Nature, has a very different Effect upon many 
. Chriſtians, and makes them lay afide all Endea- 
vours after a Spirit of Devotion, and to content 
themſelves with a bodily Attendance on the Wor- 
Rs ip of God; or at the: beſt with ſome ſhort and 
den Motions: towards Heaven; which are 
e interrupted, and the Mind brought back 
again, to trifle away the Hours of L Devotion in 
"worldly Thoughts and Amuſements. And in 
rhis careleſs and ſuperficial. Way, Chriſtians may 
punctual in attending the Worſhip of Mh 
God all their Lives, and yet be ho better; hay, Wh 
it is very certain, that in ſome Reſpects their 
ee will be worſe, inaſmuch as they ſtand 
—— to God for the : Joſe: IN, o, ON" : 
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dem, for the Preparation of their Souls for 
EHeaven';: and do alſo declare, in Effect, that 

heir Attendance on the Worſhi ip, of God, is 
more to keep up their Credit an Reputation 


Woutward' Appearance, than to approve them- 
Nelves the true Worſhippers of God, who ſees 
the Heart, and ſets no Value upon RO other ; 
ervice or Worſhip. 

Tux Uneaſineſs hidethare; and the Difficulty 
which Men find at the Beginning, in framing _ 
their Hearts to Devotion, and raiſing them to 

7 Exerciſes of a Spiritual Nature; this Difficulty 
(i fay) ought not to ſacken, but to encreaſt and 
onirm their Endeavours and Reſolutions; as it 
is not barely a Difficulty, but ſuch Difficulty: 
Was muſt be laboured againſt, if they defire to be 
true Worſhi ppers.of God. If they content them- 
ſelves with a bodily Attendance upon- him, with- . 
out: the Devotion jo the Heart, this is not only 
a fruitleſs Service, and à foregoing. the many 


1 ouſly and devoutly, but it is moreover an hypo- 
MWcritical Service, while they defire to have! it de- 
Nieved that they are worſhipping God, and yet 
now, without any Regret or Concern, that 
heir Thoughts. are not at all upon him nor to- 
Nards him; endeavouring, in Effect, to deceive 
God as well as Man; and forgetting what they 
a e cold frorm the Mouth of. God himfelf, (1 Sam. 
Xvi. 7.) That ibe Lord ſeeth not as Man foeth for 
an 7 lockethi on he « OUTWARD Appearance, but 
Ne | the 


among Men, who can ſee no farther than the _. 


and great Advantages of worſhipping God zeal- . 


* _ N 
Ss" "a 


22 
. 
api ore 47 


2 7 ? * 7 * 
l 7 1 3 ; * 


C71 — of Negleing 9 | 
80 ; Jia logketh on the Hzarr, And if ſuch be | 
the Miſery: and Guile of not worſhipping. God 

at all, or of worſhipping him in a careleſs and 1 f 
funerficial Manner; there remains-nd Way te to. 
be happy and innocent, to obtain the Bleſſit 
and avoid the Curſe, but to lay this Matter ſe- 
riouſly to Heart, and to ſhake off that habitual 
Careleſſneſs and Inactivity in the Service of God, c 
and to reſolve and endeavour to bring them- 8 
| ſelves to the contrary Habits of ende De- 
votion and Zeal. And if, after a long Courſe 
of Lukewarmneſs in the Worſhip of God, they i 
find a Tediouſne/s in Devotion, with frequent In- I 

terruption therein, notwithſtanding their E-. 
deavours to be fixed and ſteady; let them not 
be diſcouraged, but reſt aſſured, that if they 
perſevere, Time will every Day make the Ex- 
erciſs more eaſy, and theis Hearts more ſtedfaſt ä 
in attending the Work; and that the Bleſſings 
and Benefits which it will conyey to them in 
tbis World, and much more in the next, will be 
an abundant Recompen ce for all their Care and 
Labour about it, i221 I. 4.5% 
2. Arx a Chriſtian has Cee himſelf = 
of the Reafonableneſs and Neceſſity of a dili- 8 
gent Attention of the Heart in all his Devotion, If 
and thereupon: has refolyed dn it; and is ready "il 
. 40 enter upon all proper Methotis that End 
the next Thing that will require his Care, iz 1 
to hring his Mind to a reaſonable and Chriſ- 
N Moderation. about the Deſigns, and 
Cares, and * ol hi: — For 
8 dhe 
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= - . - and Profaning the Lords Days ug 
ene Seaſons of Devotion are intermixed with the 
nuſineſß of Life, and are as it were hort Retreats. 

d from it; and it is the ſame Heart, and the ſame 
Faculties, that are employed about the Affairs 
of this World, which are alſo to attend God in 

Inis Worſhip and Service. And the natural 

Conſequence of this is, that if the Heart be too 

„ cloſely knit to the World, and as it were en- 

„ tangled in it, it cannot readily looſe and diſ- 
engage itſelf, to attend God in his Worſhip, * 
When the Heart is ſet upon any Deſign or Con- 
„ trivance that is depending, and is in great 
Doubt and Anxiety about the Event, and our 
> Hopes and Fears are working in their Turns, 
and the Mind is. filled with the Imaginations of 
hey that Happineſs or Miſery which is to befal us, 
anſwerabſe to the Event; in this Caſe, the 
Heart is ſo fully employed, and every Corner 
Pot it fo taken up, that there is no Room left 
for the Thoughts of Devotion; or if a devout 
Thought ſhould now and then force its Way, 
rhat Concern and Eagerneſs about worldly De- 
ſigns, quickly prevails againſt it, and drives 
felf out. If therefore Men will not be brought to 
a due Moderation in their Concern about the Af. 
„fairs of the World, it is in vain to exhort them 
to baniſh out of their Hearts their worldly Cares 
and Deſigns, when they come to worſhip God; 
1 Fit is in vain, I ſay, to exhort Men to this, be- 
cauſe in Truth, it is not in their Power, nor can 
aay Thing put it in their Power, but the pur- 

'or ſuing all their worldly Deſigns with a due Subs 
e Er reg - miſſion 


= 4 - 


e. Sinfilniſs m Nga = 
b and Reſignation to the Wiſdom and | 


Providence of God. This ſtrikes at the Root | Y Y 
of the Evil, and removes the direct and i imme- A | 
| diate Cauſe of it, by freeing us from that im- Wh; 
moderate Concern and Anxiety about the Events . 


ok our worldly Deſigns, which otherwiſe ſwal- 


lows up the Heart, and makes it uncapable of . 
attending any Thing elſe. Upon this Principle, 
as oft as we repair to the Place of God's Wor- 
Thip, we do as it were lodge our worldly De- 
figns in his Hands, and leave them chearfully nl 
to his Care; in a full Aſſurance, that the Iſſues 
and Events of them will be ſuch, as he ſees moſt il 


fit and convenient for us; and, in that Aſſu- 
Tance as to the Affairs of this Life, our Minds 


are at Eaſe, and we are rightly prepared to at- % 
tend the Buſineſs of the nexi Life," in a fixed and 3 


uniform Devotion of Soul. 
3. Tus Concerns of the World being 5 
baniſhed, and the Heart left wholly free for De- 


votion; that which muſt fx our attention in the 0 | 


Worſhip of God, is, in Prayer, a thorough Senſe | 


of our manifold Wants, and more. eſpecially of | 2 


the great Importance it is to us, to receive Spi- 


| ritual Aſſiſtance from the Hand of God; and 


in Praiſes and Thankſgivings, a like Senſe of the 
Divine. Goodneſs and Mercy towards us. If 


Chriſtians obferve the Times of Worſhip, only BM ſy 


| becauſe God has commanded it, and they think 
it their Duty to attend in Obedience to that 
Command; this Principle may ſecure their Pre- 


8 ſenee, but i it will never be ſufficient to raiſe and 


=_ _._- id Profentng t the Lord's Do. ? 17 
WF name their Devotion. © For as it is bens 
hat the End of God's requiring us to werſhip 
ot 3 is not, barely, that by the Act of Wor- 
hip we may ſhow our Obedience « or Gratitude ' 
0 him, but chiefly to ſupply our Wants, and 
9 derive very great Benefits and Advantages to 
Purſelves; ſo a thorough Knowledge and Senſe f 
hoſe Wants, and of the Benefits Which true 
evotion is the Means of obtaining, is that 
ich alone can make us truly ſerious and at- 
c Fentive in it. Let but Chriſtians enter upon the 
0 orſhip of God, in a juſt Senſe of their mani- 
Mold Sins and Gffences againſt him; and this 
in teach them to be. Serious in the Conf efron of 
Hhoſe Sins, as the only Means of obtaining Re- 
niſſion at the Hands of God! Let us but make 
1 durſel ves, ſenſible of our natural Weaknefs and 
Corruption, how unable we are to reſiſt Temp. 
ations, and how ſlowly we go on in our Chrif. 
ian Courſe: And then we ſhall not need to be 
ut in Mind, how much it concerns us to join 
eartily in all Addreſſes to God for daily Sup- _ 
lies of Grace and Strength; as knowing, that 
heſe alone can be ſufficient; | to deliver vs in the 
Hour of Temptation, and to make us perſevere 
n our Chriſtian- Courſe, and in God's good 
ime, to finiſh it with Joy. Next, let us but 
1 -riouſly conſider, how brittle our Frame is, and 
ow uncertain our Condition in the World, and 
y Conſequenee, to how many Dangers and Miſ- 
biefs we are daily expoſed; and there will need 
os other Conſideration to command our Atten- 
9 ; tion 
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. cet of Ml, = 
tion and Earneſtneſs, and all thofe Parts of divine || A 
Worſhip which implore the daily Care and Pro- Wan 
vidence of God over us. In like Manner, when | | 
ve are to preſent ourſelves before God, "let us 5 
but firſt poſſeſs. our Hearts with a juſt Senſe of 9 
the daily Benefits that we receive from his Hands, 3 
and of — many Mercies and Deliverances that ⁶ 
- he has from Time to Time vouchſafed us; and A 4 bo 
a thorough Senſe of theſe will not fail to raiſe oP | i 
our Hearts to Heaven, in Praiſes and Thank er 
givings to our gracious Protector. 0 
Tux Arguments which I have kakers inſiſted Wi 70 
on, are, many of them, ſuch as may be equally pre 
applied to the Worſhip of God, whether in pub» | >4 3 
* 25 0 . But becauſe che publick Wor- . 
hip of the Church, as being — than our A h 
private Devotion, is more apt to weaken the At- A 2 | 
_ tention, and becauſe, as it is publick, ic is accom» lh 
| Panied with greater Temptations to wanderin 3 
therefore with more-eſpecial Regard 0 the Pubs 
lick Worſhip. of the Chimes I add, 3 4 1 F 
4. Tua as often as we are called thither at 
the ſolemn. Times of Divine Service, we muſt 4q | 
| remember, ones the aun, N we come is I | 


Ti ime to the Workip and * of God; | 

that the Worſhip, which we come to join in, is 3 

a 1 of the Heart or Spirit: ;. wida the di- 
1. 


— 


1 — the Lots = > md 6 


9 igent Application whereof, our bodily Attend» 
ance will avail us nothing. Let us further re- 
Wnember, that in our Chriſtian Aſſemblies Ged 

Ws peculiarly preſent, and we are ſaid to appear 
Wefore him there in a more peculiar Manner; 
Jad let the Remembrance of both theſe, teach 
Ws to fer a diligent Guard upon our Hearts, and 
9 o behave ourſelves with great Reverence and 
up Circumf ee „as in the more immediate Pre- 
— ence of 5 1 that by 
iu apply our Hearts ſeriouſly to the Spiritual 
d . to be about, and attentively 
y Proceed with the Con gregation, in the ſevergl 
— Y 1 Offices of the Church. 
Tu Heart is deceitful above alt Thin ngs, and | 
1 Ine Thoughts of the Heart extremely quick and 
| ol loating, and therefore great Watchfulneſs is re- 
* Nuired on our Part to keep them to their prope | 
2 Work, and to hinder them from going aſtray to 
Mu Þcher Objects; eſpecially in publick, where the 
Avocations are fo many. And if, notwith- 
2 Winding the greateſt Watchfulneſs we can uſe, 
Mee find our Eyes or Thoughts ſometimes wan- 
is 4 gering, we muſt rebuke them, as our Saviour did 
Wis Diſciples in a like Caſe, What, can ye not 
Al- | valch with God one Hour? Does God allow you 
den o much Time for the Concerns of the World; 
Idly © 3 Ind ſhall thoſe, or any ether Concerns, Carry 
our ou from attending him during that ort Space, 
and n Compariſon, which he has reſerved for his 
n, is AJ dwn immediate Service and Worſhip? And let 
b di- 3 de . and W which even 
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ine beſt Chriſtians too often obſerve inthe Courſe 9 
of their Devotions, and efpecially in -publick ; 
teach us always, at our Entrance upon the Wor- 


may enable us to perform a truly ſpiritual Ser- 4 
vice; ſuch as may be well-pleaſing and m—_— * 
| able | in his Sight. 0 


1 muſt not omir, becauſe it is exceedingly help- 


' Cloſer, or in both. Between the more ſolemn 


Mind is engaged in a Variety of Cares and Pi- A 


Exerciſe of Devotion keeps the Soul in an habi- 
tual Preparation | to move towards Heaven, andi 


— 


5 . 7 e — of NegleBing. 


*Thip of God, o beſeech him to pour into our Wl 
Hearts a Spirit of Devotion: Such as may keep 9 
them in a hearat Attention throughout; and fo -" 


5. Bur Frome is one Thing ft fill debian ich 
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"ful, if not abſolutely neceſſary, to habituate the : b 
Mind to Attention and Steadinefs in the publick WP 
Worſhip of God; and that is, to make Devo-, 4 
tion our daily Exerciſe, i in the Family or in the 


20 4% 


Times of publick Worſhip in the Church, th 


verſions belonging to this World; and tho? 4. 7 
*Chriſtian- be conftantly' preſent at the publick 4 
Worſhip. on the Lord's Day, and endeavours | 
on that Day to raiſe himſelf as much as he can 
to ſome tolerable Degree of Attention and De- 
votion; yet if he break off there, and return to 1 df. 
the Bufineſs of his Calling, without any Mixtures M. 
_*of Devotion in the Family or Cloſet, he will Ine 
find that Spirit of Devotion to which he had raif. 1 Wh 
ed himſelf, greatly abated by the Intermiſſion i 3 
_Hx Days, and: by the Want of daily Exerciſe to 
Feed and nouriſh the Flame: Whereas the dill Vi 
0 pe 
243 ge „„ bu — 
e 18 
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vit the Thoughts are: more eaſily diſaungled. 
tom our worldly: Cares and Diverſions, and 
ore readily framed: to attend the Work, at the 
proper Seaſon, of e whether i in pu blick . 
private. 
6. Ir is 7 to 1 that ls De- | 
ion were regularly practiſed; and eſtabliſhed - _ 
rial Families; as it is the Means of bringing 
ic 1 own. upon them the Bleſſings of God, Both 
fi mporal and ſpiritual 3: 28 it exceedingly. helps 8 
: the keep vp in Petſons and Families a Spirit of 
lick | A $ eligion; as it is. daily Cheek and Reſtraiat 
om Sin and Vice; and, as it greatly: conduces 
s our Progreſs and Perſeverance 1 in enen 5 
E Ind. Holinels..... „ 
Bur where . Bufineſhad Seed of 
Families are ſuch, as to render it difficult to keep 
Þ a conſtant Courſe of Family. Devotion: there 
s another Way of maintaining a Religious In- 
ercourſe with God, which can be attended with 
o Difficulty; and that is, for every particular 
$Mcmber of the Family, who is come to Years , 
e Underſtanding, to uſe. a ſhort Prayer every 
tures A Morning and Evening in Private, to „ 
3 = he Blefling and Protection of God, both before 
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L raiſ.'8 hey go to Reſt, and before they enter upon the 
jon offBulineſs of the following Day; a Duty, which 
iſe roo: ſerious Chriſtian can wilfully omit. And I . 
daily ill mention another Kind even of; Family De- 
habi-Potion, which is attended with no Manner of 
* and | and the neglect of which, admits of 
Wo noExcule; thatis, the begging of God a DIE. 
pon. our Meals belarew We lit * downs. and * 
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bon. " The end of Mela | 
ing him for his Goodneſs. and Bounty, when they WM 
| are over. This is what we commonly — — 1 
before aud after Meat; a Practice ſo eaſy, and 
withal ſo uſeful, and fo natural, that the Families 
in which ĩt is not kept up, ſeem to have no Con- 
bern to maintain even a face of Religion. ( 
7. AFTER having ſaid ſo much of a Religi- - 
-ous Obſervation * the Lord's Day, in a devout 
Attendance upon the Public Worſhip; which is 
the principal I belonging to it; very little 
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need be added concerning the Regard that is due 


to. the other Parts of the 


Becauſe, on one 
Rand i it is not to be expected, that they who wii-⸗ 


fully abſent themſelves from the Public Service, 
or attend it only in a formal and carels/s Manner, 
will be perſuaded to conform to the more private e 


Duties of the Day; and, on the other hand, 


che ſame Spirit of Religion, which obliges Men 


to a conſcientious Obſervance of the Pablict Du- 


Fes, will not ſuffer them to be forgetful of the 


Duties of a more private Nature : Such are, 


* the Recollecting and Applying to themſelves 1 4 
che good Leſſons and Duty which were delivered WF 
and enforced at the G © the Reading the 


Scriptures andother 


good Books, © theExamin- 


ing of their Lives, to ſee how the Accounts A 


| ſtand between God and themſelves; and if they 


be Parents or Maſters, the inſtructing thoſe | 
to need 


who are under their Care, and ap 
nſtruction, i in the Princi les and Buties of their 


Religion; and, the Ref ing them from all 


ſueh Freedoms and Liberties, as are inconſiſtent 


a a — e heed whieh 


God 
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Nee. And it is to be wiſhed, that all Parents and 
Watters would poſſeſs themſelves of two ſhott 
rs of Prayer. ſuitable to the Morning and 
ening of that Day; for the private Uſe of fuck: 
embers of the Family as are well diſpoſed, but 
_ I Reaſon of their Station, or other accidental 
iadrances, cannot pay the Attendance they 
is ive, at the publick Worſhip of the Church. 
e 8. The Conſiderations unde have been al- 


ring the. Lord's Dow: are of much greater 
i rce to ſhew the Sinfulneſs of Profaning it 
e. iich carries in it a large Audition of Guilt to 
„e former, and makes the Sin of Neglecting, as 
e Apoſtle ſpeaks, exceeding Sinful: When the. 


iſure which God gives 5 the ordinary Bu- 


es of Life for an Improvement in Religion, 


[| | not only employed to that End, but is bo 


9 Wade the Occaſion of increaſing in Wickedneſi2 
E.. it is employed in the Ways of Lewd- 


ed , and Tipling at Houſes of publick Reſort:- 

hen it is made a Day of Feafting and En- 
MF cainment, fo as te break in upon the Seaſons - 
[Divine Service, and at once to deprive Wwhete 
bnities of the Benefit of attending it: When it 
| age a Day of Travelling, not out of Neceſ- 
„ but Choice; as ſo much Time gained to ſur- 
er the Buſineſs and Deſigns of the World ; and, 
When a Difreliſh of the proper Work of the 
ay, drives People to relieve theraſelves under 
e Irkfomneſs of i it, by Gaming and other 1 irre- 
ular NS enen 5 
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(and Wantonneſs, of Incemperance and Ex- 5 


1 ©. 


and ? er the b ah” "" 0” | 
I has fer apart for- his own Warthip 1 Ser- 


y offered, to lay open the Sinfulneſs of Nex- © by 
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be & fulngs of Negleting, Sec. 


: And an but to be wondered, that they who 
hy from the Ways of Inſtruction and Edification 
__ which God has appointed, ſhould be forſaken: of 
1 and hurried: by the Devil and their own 
corrupt Hearts into Ways of Sin and Folly, 
4 me Profanation of the Lord's Day, and tlie 
Abuſe ol it to Ends directly contrary: to thoſe 
{00 he intended, is not only a Piſregard, but 
a4 n bpen Contempt, of his Authority; and it is 
UE . agreeable to his Wiſdom: and Goodneſs,/to 
withdraw his Grace and give Men over to their 
corn Ways, when, they declare, by their Beha. 
4 viour, an avowed Niſlike and Averſion to his. 
I is a common Obſervation, (and not the leſs 
uſeful and important for being common) that 
publick Criminals, when they come to: their 
unhappy Ends, and make their dying Declara- 
_ tjons:to the World, frequently charge the ſinful 
Courſes in which they have lived; to their Ne- 
glect and Abuſe of the Lord's Day, as the firſt 
nos of leading them into all other Sorts of 
Wiekedneſs. And conſidering how frequent) 
thoſe Declarations are repeated, and how mam 
- other Inſtances of the ame Kinds, tho leſs pub 
lick, are natorious enough to thoſe who will ob- 
ſerve them they may well be a Warning to Pa. 
rents and Matters, and all others who have-thi 
| Care and Government of , Youth, to confider 4 
Religious Obſervation of the Lord's Day, as tha 
beſt Preſervative to Virtue and Religion, and: thi 
3 and Profanation of it, as the me 'S7 
"ww | __w Vice and. hogan 3 5 
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